
 
 
Summer Reading:  Incoming 6th Grade     
 
 
Required Reading:  Tesla’s Attic – Neal Shusterman (fantasy) 
 
 “Everything changed after the toaster hit Nick on the head. It fell from an attic full of junk in the ramshackle 
Victorian house in Colorado Springs that 14-year-old Nick, his father, and younger brother have moved into 
from Tampa. Nick disposes of most of the things in the attic at a garage sale. What begins as a story about an 
adolescent boy coming to terms with his mother’s death—and his guilt about the house fire that took her—
quickly takes a turn for the supernatural and sinister as Nick discovers that the items he sold are the magical 
inventions of Nikola Tesla. And he must recover them before they fall into the hands of a murderous secret 
society, the Accelerati. The first entry in a planned trilogy, this collaboration between Shusterman and Elfman 
tempers the scarier elements of Nick’s quest with deft, humorous writing and plenty of the ordinary 
adventures of a new kid in school finding his niche. Grades 5-7.” (Magan Szwarek, Booklist) 
 
 
Choice Reading (choose one): 
 
 
Savvy – Ingrid Law (fantasy) 
 
“Mississippi Beaumont (‘Mibs’ for short) simply cannot wait for her 13th birthday. There's the allure of finally 
becoming a teenager, of course, but in the Beaumont family, 13 is when family members get their ‘savvy,’ or 
unworldly power. For Mibs's older brother Fish, it's control over the elements, and for her mother, it's the 
ability to do everything perfectly. Unfortunately, Mibs's excitement is cut short when her father is injured in a 
car accident. Convinced that her new powers will be able to save her Poppa, she and some new friends climb 
aboard a bus toting pink bibles on her birthday, in the hopes of getting to the hospital. Instead, they find 
themselves headed in the wrong direction with the cops looking for them, Mibs's powerful brother seriously 
angry, and the son of a preacher man she has a crush on coming dangerously close to figuring out the 
Beaumonts' secret. Mibs's real savvy isn't what she expected, and neither are her traveling companions.  
Grades 4-7.”  (Elizabeth Bird, New York Public Library) 
 
 
So B. It – Sandra Weeks (realistic fiction) 
 
“Heidi and her mother have lived in an apartment that adjoins with their neighbor, Bernadette, since the 12-
year-old was probably no more than a week old. Bernadette accepted and loved them from the moment they 
arrived at her door but could never ask questions since Heidi's mentally challenged mother simply "didn't 
have the words to answer them." Bernadette's agoraphobia further isolates the child. Heidi struggles with 
knowing nothing about her father or her family history, and never having a real last name. Then she finds an 
old camera, which prompts her quest to learn the identity of the people in the photographs it holds and to 
discover her past. While traveling by bus from Nevada to Liberty, NY, the girl relies on her luck, instinct, and 
the people she meets on the way to learn the truth about her mother and her own background.  Grades 6-9.”  
(Maria B. Salvadore, formerly at District of Columbia Public Library) 
 
 



Wonder – RJ Palacio (realistic fiction) 
 
“Wonder is a rare gem of a novel--beautifully written and populated by characters who linger in your memory 
and heart. August Pullman is a 10-year-old boy who likes Star Wars and Xbox, ordinary except for his jarring 
facial anomalies. Homeschooled all his life, August heads to public school for fifth grade and he is not the only 
one changed by the experience--something we learn about first-hand through the narratives of those who 
orbit his world. August’s internal dialogue and interactions with students and family ring true, and though 
remarkably courageous he comes across as a sweet, funny boy who wants the same things others want: 
friendship, understanding, and the freedom to be himself. ‘It is only with one’s heart that one can see clearly. 
What is essential is invisible to the eye.’ From The Little Prince and R.J. Palacio’s remarkable novel, Wonder.”  
(Seira Wilson, amazon.com) 
 
 
Summer Reading:  Incoming 7th Grade 
 
 
Required Reading:  Tesla’s Attic – Neal Shusterman (fantasy) 
 
“Everything changed after the toaster hit Nick on the head. It fell from an attic full of junk in the ramshackle 
Victorian house in Colorado Springs that 14-year-old Nick, his father, and younger brother have moved into 
from Tampa. Nick disposes of most of the things in the attic at a garage sale. What begins as a story about an 
adolescent boy coming to terms with his mother’s death—and his guilt about the house fire that took her—
quickly takes a turn for the supernatural and sinister as Nick discovers that the items he sold are the magical 
inventions of Nikola Tesla. And he must recover them before they fall into the hands of a murderous secret 
society, the Accelerati. The first entry in a planned trilogy, this collaboration between Shusterman and Elfman 
tempers the scarier elements of Nick’s quest with deft, humorous writing and plenty of the ordinary 
adventures of a new kid in school finding his niche. Grades 5-7.” (Magan Szwarek, Booklist) 
 
 
Choice Reading (choose one): 
 
Maniac Magee – Jerry Spinelli (realistic fiction) 
 
“Maniac Magee is a folk story about a boy, a very excitable boy:  one who can outrun dogs, hit a home run off 
the best pitcher in the neighborhood, and tie a knot no one can undo. ‘Kid's gotta be a maniac,’ is what the 
folks in Two Mills say. It's also the story of how this boy, Jeffrey Lionel ‘Maniac’ Magee, confronts racism in a 
small town, tries to find a home where there is none, and attempts to soothe tensions between rival factions 
on the tough side of town. Presented as a folk tale, it's the stuff of storytelling. ‘The history of a kid,’ says Jerry 
Spinelli, ‘is one part fact, two parts legend, and three parts snowball.’ And for this kid, four parts of fun. 
Maniac Magee won the 1991 Newbery Medal.”  (amazon.com) 
 
 
Hoot – Carl Hiaasen (mystery/suspense) 
 
"With a Florida setting and proenvironment, antidevelopment message, Hiaasen (Sick Puppy) returns to 
familiar turf for his first novel for young readers. Characteristically quirky characters and comic twists will 
surely gain the author new fans, though their attention may wander during his narrative's intermittently 
protracted focus on several adults, among them a policeman and the manager of a construction site for a new 
franchise of a pancake restaurant chain. Both men are on a quest to discover who is sabotaging the site at 
night, including such pranks as uprooting survey stakes, spray-painting the police cruiser's windows while 
the officer sleeps within and filling the portable potties with alligators. The story's most intriguing character 
is the boy behind the mischief, a runaway on a mission to protect the miniature owls that live in burrows 
underneath the site. Roy, who has recently moved to Florida from Montana, befriends the homeless boy 
(nicknamed Mullet Fingers) and takes up his cause, as does the runaway's stepsister. Though readers will 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/subst/lists/awards/newbery.html/$%7B0%7D


have few doubts about the success of the kids' campaign, several suspenseful scenes build to the denouement 
involving the sitcom-like unraveling of a muckity-muck at the pancake house. These, along with dollops of 
humor, help make the novel quite a hoot indeed.” Ages 10-up. (Publishers Weekly, Copyright 2002 Reed 
Business Information, Inc.) 
 
 
 
 
Moon Over Manifest – Clare Vanderpool (historical fiction) 
 
“After a life of riding the rails with her father, 12-year-old Abilene can’t understand why he has sent her away 
to stay with Pastor Shady Howard in Manifest, Missouri, a town he left years earlier, but over the summer she 
pieces together his story. In 1936, Manifest is a town worn down by sadness, drought, and the Depression, but 
it is more welcoming to newcomers than it was in 1918, when it was a conglomeration of coal-mining 
immigrants who were kept apart by habit, company practice, and prejudice. Abilene quickly finds friends and 
uncovers a local mystery. Their summerlong ‘spy hunt’ reveals deep-seated secrets and helps restore 
residents’ faith in the bright future once promised on the town’s sign. Abilene’s first-person narrative is 
intertwined with newspaper columns from 1917 to 1918 and stories told by a diviner, Miss Sadie, while 
letters home from a soldier fighting in WWI add yet another narrative layer. Vanderpool weaves humor and 
sorrow into a complex tale involving murders, orphans, bootlegging, and a mother in hiding. With believable 
dialogue, vocabulary and imagery appropriate to time and place, and well-developed characters, this rich and 
rewarding first novel is ‘like sucking on a butterscotch. Smooth and sweet.’ Grades 5-8.”  (Kathleen Isaacs, 
Booklist) 
 
 
 
 
Summer Reading:  Incoming 8th Grade 
 
 
Required Reading: Nothing But the Truth – Avi (realistic fiction /documentary style) 
 
“Ninth grader Philip Malloy finds himself unable to participate on the track team because of his failing grade 
in English. Convinced the teacher, Margaret Narwin, dislikes him, he concocts a scheme to get transferred 
from her homeroom: instead of standing "at respectful, silent attention" during the national anthem, Philip 
hums. Throughout the ensuing disciplinary problems at school, his parents take his side, ignore the fact that 
he is breaking a school rule, and concentrate on issues of patriotism. The conflict between Philip and his 
school escalates, and he quickly finds the situation out of his control; local community leaders, as well as the 
national news media, become involved. Avi carefully sets forth the events in the story, advancing the plot 
through conversations between students, Philip's parents, school personnel, and community politicians, 
while Philip's point of view is revealed through his diary entries, and Margaret Narwin's through letters to 
her sister. Also enriching the narrative are copies of school memos and newspaper articles, transcripts of 
speeches delivered, and copies of letters received by both Philip and his teacher; each document provides 
another perspective on the conflict and illuminates the many themes that beg to be discussed--most notably 
the irony of lives destroyed because of the misuse of power and the failure of people to communicate. Grades 
5 – 9.”  (Ellen Fader, Westport Public Library, CT) 
 
 
Choice Reading (choose one): 
 
Chasing Lincoln’s Killer – James Swanson (biography /historical account)  
 
"This story is true. All the characters are real and were alive during the great manhunt of April 1865. Their 
words are authentic and come from original sources: letters, manuscripts, trial transcripts, newspapers, 



government reports, pamphlets, books and other documents. What happened in Washington, D.C., that spring, 
and in the swamps and rivers, forests and fields of Maryland and Virginia during the next twelve days, is far 
too incredible to have been made up." So begins this fast-paced thriller that tells the story of the pursuit and 
capture of John Wilkes Booth and gives a day-by-day account of the wild chase to find this killer and his 
accomplices. Based on James Swanson's bestselling adult book MANHUNT: THE 12-DAY CHASE FOR 
LINCOLN'S KILLER, this young people's version is an accessible look at the assassination of a president, and 
shows readers Abraham Lincoln the man, the father, the husband, the friend, and how his death impacted 
those closest to him. – Middle School and above.”  (Goodreads.com) 
 
 
Peak – Roland Smith (realistic fiction) 
 
“Fourteen-year-old New Yorker Peak (‘It could have been worse. My parents could have named me Glacier, or 
Abyss, or Crampon.’) hones his climbing skills by scaling skyscrapers. After Peak is caught climbing the 
Woolworth Building, an angry judge gives him probation, with an understanding that Peak will leave New 
York and live with his famous mountaineer father in Thailand. Peak soon learns, however, that his father has 
other plans for him; he hopes that Peak will become the youngest person to climb Mt. Everest. Peak is 
whisked off to Tibet and finds himself in the complex world of an Everest base camp, where large amounts of 
money are at stake and climbing operations offer people an often-deadly shot at the summit. This is a 
thrilling, multifaceted adventure story, but he also explores other issues, such as the selfishness that nearly 
always accompanies the intensely single-minded. “  (Todd Morning, Copyright © American Library 
Association.) 
 
 
The Scorpio Races - Maggie Stiefvater (fantasy) 
 
“It happens at the start of every November: the Scorpio Races. Riders attempt to keep hold of their water 
horses long enough to make it to the finish line. Some riders live. Others die. At age nineteen, Sean Kendrick is 
the returning champion. He is a young man of few words, and if he has any fears, he keeps them buried deep, 
where no one else can see them.  Puck Connolly is different. She 
never meant to ride in the Scorpio Races. But fate hasn’t given her 
much of a chance. So she enters the competition — the first girl 
ever to do so. She is in no way prepared for what is going to 
happen. “  (Goodreads.com) 
 
 

 
 
 


